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The WACIP project

About 10 million people in BeniBurkina Fas@had
and Mali —the "C-4" countries— depend on cotton
for their livelihoods WACIP's primay focus is on
improving the incomes and eifae of agricultural
producers and prcessors in the cotton value chain,
mary of whom ae among the poagst in the vorld.

To tackle these objectas, WACIP undetakes a
range of inteventions under thee bmoad themes:
policy and institutional eform, value adition, and
cotton productivity Cross-cutting issues of gender
vulnerable populations and vronmental manage
ment ae integrated into inteventions under these

themes.

Policy & ins titutional reforms

For more inbrmation,
please visit our wbsite:

WWW .wacip.org

info@wacip.org

Government policy can he a signi€ant bearing on
the viability profitability, and equity of the cotton
value chaimas well as the willingness of the private
sector to invest in it. WACIP assists nationabggrn-
ments in dahing and egcuting cotton sector policy
changepatrticularly those policies which &itt bio-
sakty, seed legislationand the povision of input
credit,as these a critical to impioving poductivity

WACIP bcuses in pdicular on suppoting cotton
producer organizations as thdake on a larger ole
in the newly liberalized cotton sector Efbrts are
focused on stengthening the gaacity of village-iel

farmers goups to manager their
agricultural inputs and access to
credit, thereby reducing the crush
ing poblem of poducer organiza
tion indebtedness.




Adding value Working in

to cotton Partner ship

With nearly all of the TheWACIP Implementing
regions cotton curently team, led by IFDC (an
exported as lintthere are International Center dr
numerous oppotunities Soil fertility and Agricul-
for increasing the value of tural Development) is
that lint by improving its composed of staff based
quality and taking advan in the Pur target coun
tage of the raidly grow- tries and suppaded by a
ing marlets r niche cot consottium of US-based
tons such as organic and partners: Abt Associates,
fair trade cotton. WACIP Aid-to-Artisans, Auburn
works to increase the e Uniwersity, Michigan State
ciency of ginningtextile Uniwversity and Tuskegee
and g@parel operations to University.

take advantages of oppor

tunities ofered under the United Stateg\frica

Growth and Oppotunity Act (AGOA). The project

is also helping local textile #sans to deelop nev

products and extend theirgach to both domestic
and international masks.

To strengthen long-term gaacity in the egions cot
ton sector the Implementing team twins technical
assistance with grants to local organizatiorsking
along the cotton value chaiproducer organizations;
cotton processing industries such as ginnezsgtile
producers and oil seed pcessorsagencies mvid

Cotton productivity ing technical supporto produce_rs in cotton zongs

(extension sevices,NGOs, agricultural eseach);
To help farmers benéf from their had work, input suppliersand fnancial institutions suppting
WACIP bcuses on in@asing cotton poductivity  industry, farmers and input suppliers in the cotton
through a fareaching ppgram of extension in soil-  sector

fertility and pest management practices targeting — . . .
over half a million C-4 cotton farmers iodr coun TheWACIP poject is guided p national andegior:

tries. As pat of the efbrt, WACIP is einbrcing al advisoy committees composed of leadersin

extension sevices ly training aver 1000 extension these ?;]afc\?Achgoupf.Thilr ??nttnlbu“?n 'ﬁ[. to
agents so thg can enste the sustainability of this ~ €NSUe tha irvestments etiect local ealities

technolog transér and priorities in this complex and strategic sector

Working with the national agriculturaleseach ¢

institutes in the egion,WACIP is pomoting the
development of nev technologiesdr sakly control-
ling pests,new fertilizer formulas,and geneticall
modified cotton. The program also suppas the _

capacity of the egions cotton reseachers to for o ot
exchange imirmation through the deelopment of Agricultural Development
online document databases.
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